[Structure and function of ADAMTS13 protease and its relation with diagnosis and treatment of TTP].
ADAMTS13, a plasma metalloprotease, specifically cleaves von Willebrand factor (vWF). Severe deficiency of plasma ADAMTS13 activity results in thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP). In this review, the structure and function of ADAMTS13 protease and its relationship with TTP are summarized.